
Table of tree species encountered in TA Chadza, Malawi. Abadia (2016)

Scientific Name English Name Chichewa Name Indigenous / Exotic
Living fence 

(field)

Scattered 

(minda)
Woodlot Homestead

Termite resistant 

wood
Growth rate Pruning

Propagation by 

cuttings
Functions Quality as fuelwood

Attacked by 

goats

Acacia nigrescens Knobthorn acacia Mkunkhu indigenous YES YES YES YES YES Medium Firewood NO

Acacia polyacantha White thorn Mthethe / Mnyungo indigenous YES YES YES YES NO Firewood (but thorny), timber NO

Afzelia quanzensis Lucky bean Msambafumu indigenous NO NO YES YES YES Slow Timber NO

Agave sisalana Sisal Khonje exotic YES (dimba) NO NO YES Medium Fence, string Poor NO

Albizia lebbeck Woman's tongue Mtangatanga exotic YES YES YES YES NO Medium Difficult YES

Azadirachta indica Neem Nimu exotic YES YES YES YES YES Fast Pollarding / Coppicing Difficult Firewood

Clerodendrum uncinatum Likoza

Cordyla african Sunbird tree   Mtondo indigenous YES YES YES Slow Firewood

Delonix regia Flamboyant Mchekeche exotic NO NO NO YES YES Fast Firewood, landscaping

Erythrina abyssinica Red hot poker tree Muwale /Chisale indigenous YES YES YES Slow Easy Firewood

Eucalyptus camaldulensis Blue gum Blue gum exotic NO NO YES YES NO Fast Timber NO

Faidherbia albida Winter thorn Msangu indigenous YES YES NO NO NO Slow Manure Good (bricks) NO

Ficus natalensis Common wild fig Kachere indigenous YES YES Fast Easy Shade Poor

Gliricidia sepium Gliricidia Gliricidia exotic YES YES NO NO YES Fast Easy Firewood, Manure Good YES

Gmelina arborea White teak Malaina exotic YES YES YES Fast Firewood (bricks), timber Very good YES

Julbernardia paniculata Muchesa Mchenga indigenous NO NO YES YES Firewood Very good

Khaya nyasica African Mahogany Mbawa indigenous NO NO YES YES YES Fast Timber, firewood, landscaping Good NO

Leucaena leucocephala Miracle Tree Lukina exotic YES YES YES YES NO Fast Firewood, timber, manure, fodder YES

Mangifera indica Mango tree Mtengo wa mango indigenous NO YES NO YES NO Slow Fruits, firewood Poor

Melia azaderach Persian Lilac Indya exotic YES YES YES YES YES Fast Timber, firewood Good YES

Moringa oleifera Moringa Moringa exotic YES YES YES YES NO Fast Easy Relish, firewood YES

Parinari curatellifolia Mobola Plum Maula indigenous NO NO YES YES YES Medium Firewood

Senna siamea Yellow cassia Keisha wa milimo exotic NO NO YES YES YES Medium Pollarding / Coppicing Firewood, manure Very good NO

Senna spectabilis Cassia tree Keisha wa maluwa exotic NO NO YES YES YES Fast Pollarding / Coppicing Firewood Good NO

Sesbania sesban River bean Jere jere exotic YES NO YES NO YES Fast Fence, manure, firewood Poor NO

Rauvolfia caffra Quinine Tree Mwimbi indigenous NO NO YES YES Pollarding / Coppicing Firewood, birdlime (hunting)

Tephrosia candida Fish bean Jere jere indigenous YES NO NO NO YES Fast Fence, manure, firewood Poor NO

Tephrosia vogelii Fish bean Jere jere exotic YES NO NO NO YES Fast Fence, manure, firewood Poor NO

Tithonia diversifolia Tree marigold Chikombilo / Deliya exotic YES (dimba) NO NO NO NO Fast Easy Fence, firewood, l ight timber Poor YES

Toona ciliata Toon Tree Sendrella exotic YES YES YES YES NO Timber, firewood

Uapaca kirkiana Wild loquat Masuku indigenous NO NO YES YES YES Medium Firewood, fruits Very good

Vetiveria zizanioides Vetiver Vetiver exotic YES NO NO NO Fast Erosion control

Ziziphus mucronata Buffalo thorn Kankhande indigenous NO NO YES YES YES Fast Easy Fence NO
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